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ALBERTA INSTITUTE OF POWER ENGINEERS

June Annual Family BBQ & Picnic

Location:  Site #2, Hawrelak Park, 9330 Groat Road, Edmonton, AB

Date:  June 23, 2015

Time:  5:00 – 9:00 PM
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COST:  Free For Members, sponsors and invited guests, however a Food Bank Contribution is recommended.  **Please bring an Edmonton Food Bank Donation approx. $20.00 per couple, as we get credit for community involvement, at year end.   Sponsored again by Edmonton Branch President & Alberta Area Director, Ed Hnytka PE, CET (Barb-E-Q Doctor).

**The Edmonton Branch, AIPE have also invited members of the RSES (Refrigeration Service Engineers Society) which is a leader in training and education for professional HVACR technicians and contractors.  Come join in the fun!  To register, just send me an e-mail with the number that will be attending.  E-mail to: jrmelnyk@shaw.ca 

May 2015 Meeting & Tour:  Canceled due to the unavailability of securing a site.

April 2015 Meeting & Tour (in addition):
The Edmonton Branch, Alberta Institute of Power Engineers (AIPE), met at the NAIT Alternate Energy Centre (changed from the Power Eng. Bldg. (“C” that is next door), as we were hosted with a special tour of NAIT’s Alternate Energy Centre (B. Bldg.).  Mr. Tim Mathews, NAIT Technologist-Alternate Energy Centre), gave us a tour of the centre and explained the various components.  
The main energy products used by consumers include electrical power, liquid transportation fuels, and combustible gases for heat generation. Many of the other alternative energy technologies (such as wind, solar PV, hydro, and fuel cells) focus primarily on power generation. Biomass, on the other hand, can be used to produce all three major categories of energy products: for example, combustion of wood pellets to generate electricity, fermentation to produce bioethanol as a transportation fuel, and anaerobic digestion of sewage to generate methane, a combustible gas. This course explores the many opportunities for using a variety of biomass feedstock’s to produce various energy products and other value-added products.
 
The facility offers a broad foundational understanding of the wide range of energy storage technologies, their designs and operating fundamentals, applications, market prospects and challenges. By the end of this course students are able to compare the relative performance of energy storage systems.
 
Students learn to assess solar photovoltaic and thermal energy potential by calculating the system needs and requirements based on demand loads
Following the tour, Mr. Lorne Shewfelt, PE, CET of TransAlta Utilities Corporation, then conducted a very educational and informative presentation on wind power generation, with emphasis on the Alberta experience, discussing: how a wind turbine works, the design considerations and placement, the impact of wind power in the world, in Canada, and in Alberta, the disadvantages, limitations, and concerns with wind power and the effect of wind power on operation of the electrical grid.  It was a GREAT presentation, Thank you Tim & Lorne for a GREAT JOB!
The meeting was called to order at 8:23 PM., after the tours and presentation.  The motion was made by Lorne Shewfelt PE, CET, to accept the previous minutes from March 17, 2015.  Second.  John Iwanyshyn, PE.  Carried.
Old Business:
1. AGM 2015:  The Annual General Meeting will be held in Halifax, NS, this year in Sept.  This is the 75th Annual AGM.  
2. AGM 2016:  Ed Hnytka had suggested earlier that Edmonton again host the National AGM Convention in 2016.  There are not enough volunteers that would participate so the issue was turned down.  However, the AIPE will support the IPECC Conference (Interprovincial Power Engineering Curriculum Committee), in June 2016, held here in Edmonton.
3. Service Awards:  Ed Hnytka PE, CET, has a list that will be submitted to Head Office, and awards given out at the Annual Convention, at the end of September.
4. PanGlobal Awards.  Some names were brought up to submit to PanGlobal this year for the ‘Educator Award of Excellence’.  The winner will receive a Certificate and a $500 cheque (must be an AIPE member).  This award recognizes contributions in adding value to the Power Engineering Education Community through ongoing Development of World Class Learning Materials.  The candidate chosen will be chosen by the National Branch, and will be given out at the National Convention.
5. IPE Lapel Pins:  Ed Hnytka mentioned that the IPE Head Office have sent out pins to him for members who have 5, 10, 15 and 20 years of service.  Ed will contact the individuals.  In progress.
6. Expiry of Power Engineering Certificates:  Jim Weiss PE, CET, AIPE Boiler Technical Council member, attended the meeting and brought up the issue of Power Engineer’s expiry of ABSA Examinations.  He was approached by a former IPE member whom had his examinations revoked due to time limits.  If there is a gap of seven or more years between when a person's last examination paper is written and a person wishes to write another paper, ABSA will not recognize the previously completed papers or the experience gained previous to the 7 years.  In other words, if the person had written 2 or 3 papers of his 2nd Class exams, then took time off or went to other work for an extended period of time (over 7 years), then this person has to start the examination process over again.  Jim will report back to the Executive at a later date.  In progress.
7. New Anti-Spam Legislation: New Canadian legislation took effect on July 1, 2014, prohibiting distribution of e-mails from businesses without prior consent from the recipients.  – In progress. Webmasters across Canada are currently working on a “disclaimer” regarding ‘Spam Laws’.  This issue should be finalized in the very near future, and distribution will be done at the same time to all parties.
8. NAIT Student Membership Branch:  Ed Hnytka suggested the idea of having an AIPE Student Branch at NAIT, similar to the Calgary Branch’s SAIT Power Club.  Apparently, there is a student body already at the NAIT Power Engineering Department that goes on tours, etc.  Ed Hnytka followed up and appears to be a lack of participation with them joining the AIPE.   On March 5, 2015, Tom Chalifoux (ABSA) and Mike Poehlmann (ABSA Chief Inspector and Administrator) traveled to Calgary, AB, and gave a presentation to the SAIT Power Club.  In September 2015, there will be a similar presentation here in Edmonton at NAIT.   There is no update here.
9. Membership Arrears:

It was reported that there is approx. 10% unpaid dues membership.  John McLay, P. Eng., PE, RET, has been following up and contacting these members and see why this is occurring.  John volunteers to contact the individuals and regularly follows up.  Usually they forgot to renew them and when reminded, they do.  You can pay your late dues by also going to the IPE Head Office at www.nipe.ca and pay them on-line.  In progress.
10. Tentative Meetings & Dates for 2015:
-  Tuesday, June 16 23, 2015; Annual BBQ & Picnic.  Hawrelak Park, Edmonton, AB.

-  Tuesday, Sept 12 or 19, 2015; Alberta Hospital Edmonton; Meeting and tour.
-  Tuesday, Oct 20, 2015; Building Products (just east of Celanese); Meeting and tour.  (Not confirmed)


-  Tuesday, Nov. 17, 2015; Guest speaker; Nominations for 2016 Edmonton Executive.

-  Dec. 2015; Christmas dinner meeting.  

New Business: 
1.  Volunteer required for the Allen Gray Continuing Care Centre Board of Management (www.allengray.ab.ca).  This position has been filled.  Thank you to those whom applied.

At 8:35 PM, the motion was made by Jim Weiss CET, PE, to adjourn the meeting.  Second. Zachary Mullin, PE.
*Reply to jrmelnyk@shaw.ca if you wish to attend the Family BBQ & Picnic, Tuesday June 23, 2015.
PLEASE POST AT YOUR LOCATION.  If you no longer wish to receive these e-mails contact jrmelnyk@shaw.ca and your e-mail address will be removed.
